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The Bhopal Resolution
on

Establishment of Vulture-Safe Districts Within Vulture Hotspots of M.P.
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India, March 2023

We, the representatives of the Government of Madhya Pradesh - the Forest Department, the
Department of Health and Family Welfare, Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services,
Wildlife Institute of India (WII), the Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI); concerned
civil society organizations — the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), U.K., Arulagam, and the World Wide Fund for Nature-
India (WWF-India); have gathered at Bhopal, M.P., India, for the National Conference on
Vulture Conservation and Reintroduction in Madhya Pradesh on 20-21 March 2023, with the
shared goal of conserving vultures in India;

Acknowledge that the vultures are an irreplaceable symbol of our country’s and state’s natural
and cultural heritage, an indicator of the health and sustainability of ecosystems they inhabit;

Express strong concern about the current status of wvultures; existing and emerging
conservation challenges arising mainly from certain scientifically proven wvulture-toxic
veterinary non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), unintentional / accidental non-
targeted poisoning, and the sustenance of ecosystem services vultures and their habitats provide

Affirm the immediate need for preventing vulture-toxic veterinary NSAIDs being used when
there are safe alternatives available as the key urgent action to conserve vultures;

Recognize that vultures provide invaluable essential ecosystem services, including cleansing
the environment through foraging on domestic and wild carcasses, naturally regulating the
spread of diseases and non-native predators, notably, free-ranging dog populations;

Understand that the conservation of vultures must be achieved by ensuring the food sources
are safe from toxic NSAIDs used for veterinary purposes;

Reconfirm that conserving vultures is a shared responsibility of the different line departments,
civil society, and the private sector;

Reiterate the importance of international conventions and agreements on the conservation of
biological diversity and protection of endangered species, including vultures, notably, the
International Union for Conservation for Nature (IUCN), Convention on Biological Diversity
(particularly Aichi targets), Convention of Migratory Species, CITES, etc.
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Given our commitment to present and future generations, we must act now with
resolution and authority to protect and recover vulture populations for the benefit and
appreciation of entire humanity. We resolve to work together to achieve the following:

e Develop a state-level annual work plan through a consultative and inclusive process
involving all relevant stakeholders at the state and district levels. The current and future
action plans for vulture conservation shall be part of this overarching policy.

e Prevent use of all known vulture-toxic drugs in areas / districts where vulture
populations exist throughout the state, specifically aceclofenac, nimesulide and
ketoprofen (in addition to diclofenac), encouraging and promoting the use of safe
alternative non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) identified so far, namely,
meloxicam and tolfenamic acid

e Long-term sustenance of the vulture conservation breeding program as an insurance
against extinction risk to the “Critically Endangered’ vulture species. Provide regular and
timely financial and logistical support to maintain and strengthen vulture conservation
breeding facilities in Madhya Pradesh.

e Assess survival, safety of food sources of vultures and environment through tagging wild
vultures and monitoring released and tagged captive-bred vultures in select priority
areas, e.g., in the provisional Vulture Safe Zone (pVSZ) in the Bundelkhand region of
M.P., which will also act as a release site for vultures bred at the centre. The Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) on the Release of Captive Vultures shall be the guiding
document to undertake release of vultures.

e Intensify scientific research on vultures to support conservation efforts, policy and
action: continue the evaluation and mapping of the current status of vulture distribution
and populations across the state using road-transect surveys, nesting colony monitoring
etc.; to identify priority populations and habitats, habitat availability, food availability,
to set state and district-level baselines and indicators against which to assess future
change.

e Assess ecosystem services (ecological, social, economic and cultural) provided by
vultures

e Strengthen the role of local communities in vulture conservation efforts by adopting
and implementing initiatives and policies that favour the involvement of such
communities as stewards of biodiversity and champions of conservation.
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Encourage meaningful participation of industry and the private sector, especially, the
veterinary drug manufacturers and veterinary practitioners, in vulture conservation.

e Strengthen cooperation at local, regional and state levels for vulture conservation
across the state, between the various departments, civil society organizations, and
industry to strengthen focused scientific research and conservation efforts

e Communication on education and awareness for citizens and particular stakeholders,
including local communities, youth, governments, civil society, and the industry, about
the value of vultures and their ecosystem, the threats of NSAIDs and poison-baits, and
sustain the effort by celebrating the International Vulture Awareness Day each year with
an annual state-level meeting to review the ongoing vulture conservation efforts in the
state, existing and emerging conservation challenges and course-correction, if necessary.

As the concerned, responsible and accountable trustees of the country’s biodiversity,
environment and peoples, we:

e Jointly reviewed our work, plans, status and progress made on commitments made
towards implementation of the national Action Plan for Vulture Conservation (APVC)
2020-2025, and shared our experiences in collaborative efforts towards the goal of
vulture conservation across its range in M.P.

e Assert & extend support to the comprehensive, long-term and collaborative Action
Plan for Vulture Conservation in India (APVC), and its main objectives, notably, to ban
known vulture-toxic veterinary NSAIDs, namely, aceclofenac, nimesulide and
ketoprofen.

e Appreciate the support of the Government of Madhya Pradesh, concerned Government
and civil society institutions / organizations to the cause of vulture conservation, and
invite all interested stakeholders to expand partnerships to strengthen the
implementation of the APVC.

By the adoption of this, the Bhopal Resolution on the Establishment of Vulture-Safe Districts
Within Vulture Hotspots of M.P.

e the Government of M.P. and concerned partner organizations, pledge to ensure that
M.P. shall continue to play a leading role in vulture conservation, regionally as well as
globally, such that vultures and the people sharing natural resources thrive in healthy
ecosystems and safer environment that will contribute to the prosperity and well-being
of our state, the country, and the planet.
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